
FESTIVAL FUN   LEVEL 31

Teacher’s Notes
Pearson English Kids Readers

www.pearsonenglishkidsreaders.com

Level 3
Suitable for: young learners who have 

completed up to 150 hours 
of study in English

Type of English: British

Headwords: 600

Key words: 15 (see pages 3 and 6 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Subject words: 15 (see pages 3 and 7 of 
these Teacher’s Notes)

Key grammar: present tenses, modals, 
comparative and 
superlative adjectives

Summary of the Reader
In this Reader we look at several different types of 
festivals which are celebrated around the world. 
The book is divided into countries to ensure the 
learner has a full knowledge of how different 
cultures have a variety of traditions. 

The first section covers the continent of Africa. We 
begin with the festival of N’cwala which focuses 
on traditional costumes, warrior dances and songs 
which tell a story. This is followed by the Festival 
of the Sahara which focuses on North African 
desert traditions, in particular horse and camel 
races. 

The next section moves to Brazil and the Rio de 
Janeiro Carnival, focusing on the parade, the 
competition for the King of the Carnival, the 
colourful clothes and the dancing of the samba. 
The following section covers Mexico, looking at 
El Día de Muertos (The Day of the Dead). We look 
at the reason for its celebration, emphasising 
that although the dead are celebrated this not 
a sad occasion but a happy one. There is also 
the significance of the food eaten. The next part 
focuses on Asia, looking at Vietnam and Japan. 
These are two quite different festivals: the festival 
of Trung Thu in Vietnam looks at the importance 
of the family, and Japan has a special day just 
for girls. Asia also appears in the colourful 
festival held in the Sri Lankan city of Kandy: Esala 

Perahera. Majestic elephants parade along the 
streets at night while traditionally dressed Sri 
Lankan men beat drums. The southern hemisphere 
is represented with Waitangi Day, in New Zealand 
and Australia Day in Australia. On Waitangi Day 
there is a comparison of old and new traditions 
and the Maori heritage: the waka boat and the 
haka powhiri, the traditional welcome. Australia 
Day is a national holiday where people paint 
their faces red, white and blue representing their 
national flag.

The final section focuses on European festivals. 
Midsummer’s Eve is a popular Swedish festival 
celebrating the start of the summer. To complete 
Festival Fun the final festival covered is at 
Hogmanay, the traditional Scottish New Year’s Eve.

 
 

Did you know … ?

The Tomatina festival in Spain started 
as a street fight between teenagers 
using tomatoes from vegetable stalls, 
but now it is the largest food fight in the 
world. It happens every year on the last 
Wednesday in August in the small Spanish 
town of Buñol. It lasts for exactly one 
hour and at the end the fire department 
has to come in and spray the streets 
clean.
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Introducing the topic
Before students read the book ...

• Tell the class they are going to read about some 
different festivals around the world.

• Ask them to brainstorm as many festivals as 
possible. Write them on the board. Then, ask 
students to work in pairs or small groups. They 
must choose one of the festivals and write down 
as much information as they can about it before 
making a presentation to the rest of the class. 
Ask them to think about the following: what is 
celebrated; when the festival is held; any special 
food that is cooked; any special costumes that 
are worn; any special activities or traditions 
that are followed.

• The Reader covers the importance of food at 
festivals and celebrations. Learners could make 
lists or charts showing different festival or 
traditional foods and their ingredients. These 
can be explored with the learners to teach new 
vocabulary.

• Most of the world celebrates New Year. 
Learners can look at how different countries 
celebrate New Year. They could make a ‘New 
Year around the World’ poster.

• Do the first activity at the end of the Reader, in 
which students must match pictures associated 
with festivals to words.
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Key words
(see page 6 of these Teacher’s Notes for the Key 
words in context)

bone (n) culture (n)

camel (n) dead (adj)

candle (n) desert (n)

canoe (n) design (n)

choose (v) poem (n)

clap (v) special (adj)

colourful (adj) traditional (adj)

competition (n)

Curriculum links
Geography
• Give the class a geography quiz:

Put the class into teams and assign one person per 
team to write down the quiz answers. Explain that 
you will be asking questions about capital cities, 
natural features such as mountains and rivers, and 
famous sights. Write your own questions, or use 
the following:

What is the capital city of France? Paris

Which is the highest mountain in the world? 
Mount Everest

What is the capital city of Japan? Tokyo

Where is the Parthenon? Athens, Greece

Which country has the most people? China

Which is the longest river in the world? The Nile

Where is Big Ben? London, England

Which is the largest hot desert in the world? The 
Sahara

Which is the largest ocean in the world? The 
Pacific

What is the capital city of Russia? Moscow

• As a follow-up activity, ask students what they 
know about the countries in the quiz.

France (food, wine, fashion)

Japan (cars, phones, electrical goods)

Greece (islands, ancient history / ruins, food, 
sunshine)

Subject words
(see page 7 of these Teacher’s Notes for the 
Subject words in context)

carnival (n) kimono (n)

celebrate (v) / celebration (n) lantern (n)

costume (n) mask (n)

decorate (v) parade (n / v)

festival (n) samba (n)

fireworks (n) sugar skull (n)

float (n) warrior (n)

ghost (n)

China (bikes, factories / industries)

England (cold weather / rain, fish and chips, 
football)

Russia (snow, beautiful cities, modern history)

• World comparison: Students work in pairs or in 
groups and create their own factsheets about 
Africa, The Americas, Asia, Australasia or 
Europe. They must include information about 
the climate, different habitats / environments 
(e.g. deserts, snowy ranges) longest rivers, 
highest mountains, and any unusual features 
(e.g. Uluru in Australia, the Grand Canyon in the 
USA). These can be compiled to form a ‘book’ of 
world facts.

• Students make a poster about a country or city 
they have visited, or about a place they would 
like to visit. They can label a map of the country 
with the major cities and places of interest, 
and decorate it with drawings or pictures from 
magazines or the internet. The posters can be 
displayed in the classroom. 

• Students revise or learn the points of a compass. 
Draw a cross on the board and ask students to 
show you where north, south, east and west 
are. Put up a map of your country and ask 
students to tell you where various places are in 
relation to your location. 
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Literacy
Encourage students to discuss things they 
themselves celebrate either in their own country or 
as a family. How do they prepare for the different 
celebrations? Do different members of the family 
do different things to prepare? What happens on 
the day of the festival or celebration? Do they 
go to a special place as part of the celebration? 
Students then write about the celebrations as a 
story or a poem.

Art
• Students make a collage of pictures of different 

festivals and celebrations. If they wish, they can 
focus on one aspect such as food or costumes.

• Bring face paint in a range of colours into 
the class. Pin up a large world map that also 
includes flags, or download the flags of world 
from the internet. Students paint each other’s 
faces with country flags of their choice (like the 
boy on page 18 of the Reader).

Notes on the photocopiable activities
Page 9: While-Reading activities, Activity 3 
Students cut out and fix their masks to the inside 
of a hat, as in the picture on page 10 of the 
Reader.

Page 15: After-Reading activities, Activity 7 
Learners write about a festival they know about. 
They should use the present simple or the past 
simple.
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Class Activities (After Reading)

Here are some activities to do with your class 
after reading Festival Fun. 

1. Fact quiz
Students work in pairs and answer the quiz 
questions. They must write their answers down; 
they must not shout them out. At the end, the 
team with the most correct answers wins.

 1 In which country do people celebrate the 
N’cwala festival? Brazil, Tunisia or Zambia? 

 2 Is it hot or cold in the Sahara desert at night? 
 3 What is the name of the dance at the Rio de 

Janeiro festival? Samba or momo? 
 4 What do children in Mexico wear on the Day 

of the Dead? Traditional clothes or ghost 
costumes? 

 5 What do children carry when they walk in the 
streets for Tet Trung Thu in Vietnam? Masks, 
lanterns or flowers? 

 6 Where do the girls wear a kimono? Vietnam, 
Sri Lanka or Japan? 

 7 Which animals walk down the streets in the 
Esala Perahera festival in Sri Lanka? Horses, 
elephants or camels? 

 8 Where do the people have a traditional 
welcome? Australia or New Zealand? 

 9 In Australia, is it summer or winter in January? 
10 On Midsummer’s Eve in Sweden, what do girls 

dream of? Ice cream, fruit or love? 
11 Hogmanay is the traditional name for New 

Year’s Eve in this country. Tunisia, Japan or 
Scotland? 

Answers
 1 Zambia
 2 cold
 3 The samba
 4 ghost costumes
 5 lanterns
 6 Japan
 7 elephants
 8 New Zealand
 9 summer
10 love
11 Scotland

2. Festival calendar
Students can work in pairs to make a Festival 
calendar: 

• Using a sheet of A3 paper, divided into 12 equal 
squares (one for each month) students draw and 
write information about a festival that takes 
place that month. 

In the Reader, we have the following festivals: 

January: Australia Day

February: N’cwala, Rio de Janeiro Carnival, 
Waitangi Day

March: Hina Matsuri

June: Midsummer’s Eve

July / August: Esala Perahera

September / October: Tet Trung Thu

November: The Day of the Dead 

December: Festival of the Sahara, Hogmanay. 

For the months of April and May, students can 
find information online or write about a festival 
they are already familiar with.
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bone ......................... People eat Pan de Muerto, bread in the shape of bones. (p. 11)

camel ....................... In the day, men ride horses and camels. (p. 7)

candle ...................... There are candles in the lanterns. (p. 12)

canoe ....................... The Maori warriors’ traditional canoe is called a waka. (p. 17)

choose ...................... People choose a big Brazilian man from Rio. (p. 9)

clap ........................... People dance, clap and sing. (p. 4)

colourful .................. It is very famous, big and colourful. (p. 8)

competition ............ Every year there is a competition, the King of the Carnival. (p. 9)

culture ..................... The festival celebrates desert people and their culture. (p. 6)

dead ......................... It celebrates dead people. (p. 10)

desert ....................... It is very hot in the day in the desert but very cold at night. (p. 6)

design ....................... The kimonos have beautiful designs on them. (p. 13)

poem ........................ At night, people read stories and listen to beautiful poems and traditional 
music. (p. 7)

special ...................... In Japan there is a special Girls’ Day, Hina Matsuri, on 3rd March. (p. 13)

traditional ............... On the elephants, there are men in traditional clothes. (p. 15) 
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carnival .................... The Rio de Janeiro Carnival is in Brazil in February. (p. 8)

celebrate / .............. In June people celebrate the long, light summer days on Midsummer’s
celebration Eve. (p. 20)

costume ................... Girls dress in traditional costumes called kimonos. (p. 13)

decorate .................. Many people decorate their faces with different colours. (p. 18)

festival ..................... It is a moon festival. (p. 12)

fireworks ................. At midnight they say “goodbye” to the old year and “welcome” to the 
new year with fireworks. (p. 22)

float .......................... There are a lot of floats in the Rio street parade. (p. 8)

ghost ........................ Children wear ghost costumes and masks and parade through the 
streets. (p. 10)

kimono ..................... The kimonos have beautiful designs on them. (p. 13)

lantern ..................... Children walk in the streets and carry lanterns of different shapes. (p. 12)

mask ......................... Children wear ghost costumes and masks and parade through the 
streets. (p. 10)

parade  .................... Many people stand in the streets and watch the parade. (p. 15)

samba ...................... All the people wear beautiful costumes and they dance the samba. (p. 9)

sugar skull .............. They also make sugar skulls and decorate them with different colours.  
(p. 11)

warrior ..................... There is a special warrior dance to loud music. (p. 5)
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While-Reading activities

Activity 1 (pages 4–7)
Which festival? Choose from the box and decide if it is N’cwala or 
the Festival of the Sahara.

come from twelve different places   stand on their heads    

dance and clap   listen to poems sing songs   ride camels    

wear traditional clothes   read stories

N’cwala Festival of the Sahara

Activity 2 (pages 8–9)
Look at the picture on page 9. What is the man giving to the King? 
Why do you think he is giving it to him?
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Activity 3 (pages 10–11)
Draw YOUR ghost mask. Cut out spaces for your eyes and nose. 
Colour it. Stick it to the inside of a hat and wear it.

Activity 4 (pages 12–13)
Circle the words.

1 The Tet Trung Thu festival is in Japan / Vietnam.

2 Girls / Boys celebrate Hina Matsuri.

3 Tet Trung Thu is a lantern / moon festival.

4 Hina Matsuri happens before / after Tet Trung Thu.

5  They eat a traditional food to celebrate Hina Matusuri /  

Tet Trung Thu.

6 At Tet Trung Thu, children walk in the streets / visit friends.
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Activity 5 (pages 14–15)
Read and write T (True) or F (False).

1 The Esala Perahera is every year. 

2  It starts at midnight. 

3  People walk down the streets. 

4  There are elephants in the parade. 

5  Men sit on the elephants. 

Activity 6 (pages 16–19)
Look at the pictures in the book. Then read the sentences and 
write A for Australia, NZ for New Zealand or B for both.

1 They celebrate a festival in February. 

2 People get in boats and enjoy the water. 

3 The Maori people come from this country. 

4  On their special day, the people go out and listen to music. 

5 People decorate their faces. 

Activity 7 (pages 20–22)
Write the words.

dance   dream   eat   wear   say   visit 

1  People  and sing.

2  Girls  flowers.

3 At midnight they  ‘goodbye’ to the old year.

4  Girls  of love.

5 People  friends and family.

6  They  fruit and ice cream.
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After-Reading activities

Activity 1
Look at the maps in the Reader. Write the name of the country.

 1   is a very big country in the west of the Pacific 

Ocean.

 2   is in the Americas, between the Pacific Ocean and 

the Caribbean Sea.

 3   is in Africa. It doesn’t have any beaches. The Indian 

Ocean is to the east.

 4  is an island. It is in the Indian Ocean.

 5  is between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea.

 6  is in South America, on the Atlantic Ocean.

 7   is a country of islands. It is in Australasia, in the 

Pacific Ocean. 

 8  is in Asia. The South China Sea is to the east.

 9  is in the north of Europe. It is on the Baltic Sea.

10  is in Asia. It is in the Pacific Ocean.

11   is in the north of Africa. The Sahara Desert is in  

the south.



12 FESTIVAL FUN   LEVEL 3PHOTOCOPIABLE   Text copyright © Pearson Education. 

Teacher’s Notes
Pearson English Kids Readers

Activity 2
Where are they from?

  

 1 bagpipes  2 camel  3 ninja

    

  

 4 football  5 giraffe  6 kiwi

    

  

 7 koala  8 sombrero  9 palm tree

    

 

10 reindeer 11 rice hat
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Activity 3
Put the right word in the gap to complete the sentence.

dance   drink   eat   happens   open   tell   visit   wear

1 The songs are important because they  a story.

2  Maori people  the celebrations with a traditional 

welcome.

3 It  in the desert in December.

4  The girls  friends,  tea and 

 rice cakes.

5  All the people  beautiful costumes and they 

 the samba.

Activity 4
Find these words and circle them. 

carnival   costume   festival   fireworks   lantern   mask   parade

f i r e w o r k s q

m a s k f a w s e c

d c r f e t g p y o

h a u j s i k a o s

l r z l t k j r h t

g n f d i s q a m u

n i b c v x w d r m

q v z w a g t e t e

w a e r l t y u i o

p l k l a n t e r n
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Activity 5
Match. Draw lines.

1 There are a lot of floats a to celebrate dead people.

2 It is a happy and colourful festival b in the lanterns.

3 The parade starts c in the Rio street parade.

4 There are candles d at night in the dark.

5 The men come from e twelve different places.

Activity 6
Look in your Reader and write the name of the festival.

 1 The  is in Brazil.

 2 People celebrate the dead in the festival of . 

 3 At the  festival children carry lanterns in the streets.

 4 Only girls celebrate the  festival in Japan.

 5 Elephants walk along the streets at the  festival in 

Sri Lanka.

 6 The Ngoni people sing special songs at the  festival.

 7  On  in New Zealand there is a special boat called  

a waka.

 8  is on 26th January.

 9 On  in Sweden girls wear circles of flowers in their 

hair.

10 In the Festival of , some men stand on their heads 

on their horses.

11  is the traditional Scottish name for New Year’s Eve.
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Activity 7
Write about a festival in your own country or a festival you know.

What is it called?

When does it take place?

What happens?

What do people do?
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Answer Key

In the back of the Reader

Before You Read
1  a carnival   b lanterns   c kimono    

d ghost costume   e warrior dance

2  a Japan   b Sweden   c Sri Lanka   d Scotland 
e Zambia   f Australia   g Mexico    
h New Zealand   i Brazil   j Tunisia   k Vietnam

After You Read
1 1 T   2 T   3 F   4 F   5 T   6 F

2 1 El Día de Muertos / The Day of the Dead

2 Hina Matsuri

3 N’cwala

4 Waitangi Day

5 Midsummer’s Eve

3 Students’ own answers

In these Teacher’s Notes

While-Reading activities

Activity 1
N’cwala: come from twelve different places, dance 
and clap, sing songs, wear traditional clothes

Festival of the Sahara: stand on their heads, listen 
to poems, ride camels, read stories

Activity 2
Suggested answer: He is giving the King a key. It is 
the key to the city.

Activity 4
1 Vietnam   2 Girls   3 moon   4 before    
5 Hina Matsuri   6 walk in the streets

Activity 5
1 T   2 F   3 F   4 T   5 T

Activity 6
1 New Zealand   2 Both   3 New Zealand    
4 Australia   5 Both

Activity 7
1 dance   2 wear   3 say   4 dream   5 visit   6 eat

After-Reading activities

Activity 1
1 Australia   2 Mexico   3 Zambia   4 Sri Lanka 
5 Scotland   6 Brazil   7 New Zealand   8 Vietnam 
9 Sweden   10 Japan   11 Tunisia

Activity 2
1 Scotland   2 Tunisia   3 Japan   4 Brazil    
5 Zambia   6 New Zealand   7 Australia   8 Mexico 
9 Sri Lanka   10 Sweden   11 Vietnam

Activity 3
1 tell   2 open   3 happens   4 visit, drink, eat  
5 wear, dance

Activity 4

f i r e w o r k s q

m a s k f a w s e c

d c r f e t g p y o

h a u j s i k a o s

l r z l t k j r h t

g n f d i s q a m u

n i b c v x w d r m

q v z w a g t e t e

w a e r l t y u i o

p l k l a n t e r n

Activity 5
1 c   2 a   3 d   4 b   5 e

Activity 6
 1 Rio de Janeiro Carnival

 2 El Día de Muertos / The Day of the Dead

 3 Tet Trung Thu

 4 Hina Matsuri

 5 Esala Perahera

 6 N’cwala

 7 Waitangi Day

 8 Australia Day

 9 Midsummer’s Eve

10 the Sahara

11 Hogmanay


